20th Century American Literature of Place                            Your Name___________.

Final Reflection Essay(s) and Short Answers. Please write out your answers and bring to class on the last day, June 4th.  Please do not email me your answers but bring in person. 
Part I: Voting. Briefly justify your responses. 

1. Vote for the work with the most potential for impact or change (on you, on the world). Is this the work that is the most polemical?). 

2. Vote for the work where (non-fictional) the author is most present (Is this text related to your answer for #1? To what degree does the author’s presence in the text, the passion and commitment that comes through in their voice, a voice some non-fiction writers leave out, help persuade readers?)
3. Vote for the work (any genre) where the place (or the sense of place) is most present. 

4. Vote for the non-fictional the work that is the most "fictional" (that is, uses the most narration, figurative language, etc.). 

5. Vote for the non-fictional work that is the most "non-fictional" (informative, factual, literal, mimetic). 

6. Which story creates the most memorable encounter with another creature (s)?  Into which category does it fall: 1) showing what is wild and instinctual in us, 2) looking at nature, animals, for lessons on how to live, 3) encountering animals under circumstances that might (or might not) justify killing?

7. Vote for the "best" non-fiction piece (however you define "best": most “literary,” most exciting to read, most “wow” factor). Best story or fictional piece?

Part II:  Short Essay: Place as Theme (400 wrds)

Using one of the novels, explain how we could track a (pick one) character’s “growth” in the novel by their growing recognition of the importance of place and their deepening sense of it. 

Part III: Short Essay:  What Can It Accomplish?  (300 wrds)

During the time we were reading and discussing these stories, the bombs were falling on Iraq and North Korea announced its plans to re-start its nuclear programs. Today, I read that the fish populations worldwide are in serious decline (also here). What relevance does nature writing, or the literature of place, have in our present age, when more and more people are trying to put their figure on the bomb, when we read so much bad news about our environmental predicament? What can it accomplish? Draw on your favorite texts from this semester to explain in your response. 

Part IV: Short Essay: Cross Cultural Comparison? (300 wrds)

Finally, give me your thoughts on reading American nature writing and about American attitudes toward nature as a Slovene (or Austrian). Do you view “place” or “nature” (note: not “the” nature :-) differently, similarly? Differently now than before we began? What about wilderness? Do you have any such tradition of nature writing in your country? Why or why not? 

