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How the Audience Effects Professional Writing


Audience should be the number one factor considered when writing a technical or professional document.  Not acknowledging your readers’ needs and expectations can potentially render a well-written document worthless.  Things to consider when examining one’s audience are their education, prior knowledge of the information, their expectations, attitudes, and position as compared to the writer.  


In my own experiences, I have been faced with audience analysis when writing the instructions, making my website, and my resume and personal statement.  For the assignment of writing instructions, I choose to write on Chinese calligraphy.  I saw my audience as having little prior knowledge of Mandarin and the writing of characters, which there are several rules for as well as names for all of the strokes.  Considering this, I gave all the rules and stroke orders and gave the names of the strokes and explained what they were.  While constructing my website, I targeted my friend. In doing so, I choose to accent what meant a great deal to me and explain those things I'm involved in.  I also included a lot of photographs to interest those reading the web page.

            The resume and personal statement were the two most crucial things I wrote this semester, and the audience played an excruciatingly vital role.  The purpose I took in writing these were to win myself a spot in the top Master’s level program for Industrial Organizational Psychology, making this more than a mere assignment.  I took painstaking efforts to cater to what the program would require and expect out of a potential student.  My resume sang the praises of myself that I thought would most interest those reading it, and my personal statement I wrote how I would fit into their program and how I could benefit them.  I think that this was a true testament to considering the audience, because my tireless efforts got me accepted, even with one of the professors stating that it was one of the best he’d ever seen.

            Having not considered my audience, I could have lost any chance of getting into graduate school, which is a crucial part of my life.  The success of my careful reflections on the matter is testament enough to the importance of the audience’s influence on professional writing.

